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Stop ID thieves from stealing your kid's credit 
Excerpted from: http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/42997608/ns/today-parenting/# 

 

The issue for parents is this: What can I do to protect my child? 

The vast majority of kids don't have a credit report, and they shouldn't. In general, [experts] advise 
against frequently checking your kids' credit unless there's some reason to believe they've been 
victimized by identity theft.  

Repeated requests for a child's report can actually do more harm than good. The Identity Theft 
Resource Center warns that it can lead to the premature creation of a credit file, which could make 
it easier for an ID thief to exploit the child’s identity. 

Getting a child credit report is different 

Standard advice for getting a credit report doesn't apply to children — kids' reports cannot be 
obtained using the congressionally mandated free credit report website. 

First stop: Trans Union  
Trans Union has the most parent-friendly process, with the only online application specifically for 
child inquiries, so that bureau is the best place to start (see page 3).  

Parents who use this online form will receive an initial e-mail, and then a follow-up letter, which 
will include a simple yes/no answer on the existence of a credit report. 

If Trans Union says there is no report, odds are good that your child is in the clear. But if there is a 
report — or you have a specific reason to believe your child is a victim — you'll want to follow up 
with the nation's other two major credit bureaus — Experian and Equifax — and get a report from 
them, too. 

Experian 
To get a report from Experian, parents should mail the following documents: 

• A copy of the (parent/guardian) driver’s license or government issued ID 
• Proof of address (such as a utility bill, insurance statement, etc.) 
• A copy of the minor child's birth certificate 
• A copy of the minor child's Social Security card 
• The child's full name 
• The child's date of birth 
• A list of previous address for the last two years 

The information should be sent, return receipt requested, to: 
Experian  
PO Box 9554  
Allen, TX 75013 

Equifax 
Officials at Equifax offered similar instructions: Parents should send a letter including the child’s 
Social Security number and include a copy of the minor’s birth certificate as well as the parent’s ID. 
Requests should be sent to: 

http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/42997608/ns/today-parenting/
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Equifax Inc.  
Minor Child Department  
P.O. Box 105139  
Atlanta, Georgia 30348 

For children between 14 to 18 years old, the process is different — if they have a report, it would 
be possible to get a credit report through http://AnnualCreditReport.com, but “the vast majority of 
consumers this age do not have a credit file,” says Susan Henson of Experian. They generally 
receive a simple rejection message from the Web site, which might not be satisfying for a parent 
who fears their teen-ager’s identity has been stolen. In that case, follow the instructions above. 

When should you check their credit, and what if there's foul play?  
Both the FTC and the Identity Theft Resource Center say parents should not check their kids' credit 
reports on an annual basis. Both agree that parents should attempt to obtain a credit report on the 
child's 16th birthday.  

Ideally, there won't be one yet; but if there is and it's full of errors, there should be ample time to 
deal with the problem before the child applies for college financial aid or their first loan. For kids 
under 16, under normal circumstances, an occasional check — perhaps every three or four years — 
is sufficient, said the FTC's Steven Toporoff. 

But if there is a reason to suspect foul play, parents should immediately contact all three credit 
bureaus and request a report, he said. They also should consider placing a credit freeze on the 
child's records, following their state's particular policies. 

Rules on applying for credit freezes in Texas can be found here or go to the Internet and type in: 
http://www.consumersunion.org/pdf/security/securityTX.pdf 

Signs of foul play would include: Surprising offers for credit or other offers mailed to the home, or 
trouble opening bank accounts for the children. Also, strange identity-related questions when 
applying for schools or outside activities could be a tipoff. A bank or school might find that there 
are other identities linked to your child's SSN during a routine check. The bank probably won't tell a 
parent directly, but often, tellers will hint that there's a problem. 

Jay Foley, executive director of the Identity Theft Resource Center, says "Unless the child is being 
chased by collection agencies, my suggestion is to wait until the child is 16 years old and then the 
parents need to write a letter to the credit reporting agencies requesting any information on the 
child's name in combination with the SSN and any information on the SSN alone," he said. "If at 
that time they find something wrong we have roughly two years (in most cases) to get it fixed or 
replaced."  

The Identity Theft Resource Center, for free, will assist parents in disputing all erroneous entries on 
credit reports. Link to: FTC guide to disputing errors  or go to the Internet and type in: 
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/credit/cre21.shtm 

The agency will also help parents address the possibility that an imposter is using their child's 
identity to obtain a driver’s license or escape conviction records or child support payments.  

http://annualcreditreport.com/
http://www.consumersunion.org/pdf/security/securityTX.pdf
http://www.consumersunion.org/pdf/security/securityTX.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/credit/cre21.shtm
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/credit/cre21.shtm
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Child Identity Theft 
Courtesy of TransUnion 

 

Children make a tempting target for identity thieves since the theft of a child's identity may go 
undetected for years. Most parents apply for a Social Security Number after a new baby is born.  

A Social Security Number is all that's required to open most credit accounts. It could be years until 
a child applies for credit in his/her own name—that allows years for an identity theft to go 
undetected. And that could create serious consequences: 

 Identity theft will affect your child's credit and employment history if the thieves (who 
sometimes turn out to be family members), obtain credit cards or even get jobs. 

 If the thieves are arrested for other crimes, those crimes will go on your child's record. 

How would you know if your child's identity has been stolen? 

 Your child begins to receive suspicious mail, like pre-approved credit cards and other 
financial offers normally sent to adults, in his/her own name. 

 You try to open a financial account for him/her but find one already exists, or the 
application is denied because of a poor credit history. 

 A credit report already exists in his/her name. If the child has one, he/she probably has 
been targeted already, since only an application for credit starts a report. 

If you suspect that identity thieves may have targeted your child, TransUnion can help.  Please use 
our secure online form to submit details about your concerns (see NEXT STEPS). 

The more detailed the information you provide, the more thoroughly we can investigate the 
existence of a potential credit file in your child's name. 

Remember, you are initiating this communication with TransUnion, one of the three national credit 
reporting companies; we will use this information only to conduct the search you request.  We will 
not include this detailed information in any return correspondence to you. 

After our search is complete, we will respond to you at the e-mail address you provided. 

If we locate a file in your child's name, we will ask you for additional information in order to 
proceed with steps designed to protect your child from any current or future impact associated 
with this fraudulent activity. The more promptly you respond to this request, the more quickly we 
can take action on your family's behalf.  The Fraud Victim Assistance Department (FVAD) team is 
pleased to assist you with this important issue. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

To request an investigation into whether a credit file exists for your child, follow this link to use 
our Child Identity Theft Inquiry form 

Or go to the Internet and type in: 
https://www.transunion.com/corporate/personal/fraudIdentityTheft/fraudPrevention/childIDInquiry.page 

https://www.transunion.com/corporate/personal/fraudIdentityTheft/fraudPrevention/childIDInquiry.page
https://www.transunion.com/corporate/personal/fraudIdentityTheft/fraudPrevention/childIDInquiry.page

