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DEALING WITH YOUR PARENTS 
 

When it comes to prom, parents can get just as stressed as 

you do. The key is to find out how strict (or lenient) yours 

will be way before you start planning, just so there are no 

surprises for you or them.  

Here are the four biggest issues where you'll need their 

input, like it or not: 

 

MONEY: You need to know how much cash your 

parents are willing to part with for the outfit, the ride, 

the pre-prom dinner, the tickets, and after-prom plans. 

If you find you're more than a few dollars short, you 

might need to figure out some funding alternatives (like 

getting an after-school job).  

 

CURFEW 
While some parents don't mind if you stay out all night (it is prom after all), others may not be so 

open to the idea. The sooner you know where your parents stand, the better -- that way, you can 

warn your date ahead of time.  

If Mom and Dad are especially strict, have them call some of your friends' parents to discuss the plan 

-- maybe some other adults can talk some sense into them.  

 

YOUR RIDE 
While limousines are the obvious choice for large groups, your parents may not be down with those 

plans. If they're very uncomfortable with the idea, suggest that they call the limo company to discuss 

the company's underage drinking policy.  

Once you've made a pact to have an alcohol-free night, your parents may be a bit more lenient about 

the limo. But make sure to stick to your promise -- or you can consider trust a thing of the past. 

 

YOUR POST-PROM PLANS 
Want to rent a hotel room for post-prom partying? Great! Except for one thing -- hotels won't rent 

rooms to minors. Bottom line: You won't get a key unless your parents vouch for you and put the 

room on their credit card.  

Here's where it gets even trickier: In reserving a room, your parents become liable for any damages 

or problems. That means if you break anything, your parents have to pay for it - YIKES! If you think 

this will be part of your prom plan, talk to them about the party (how many people and so on) before 

asking them to book a room. 
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