
Prom for Less 
Between the outfit, the limo, the parties, and all those extras, it's easy to see how quickly the bill for 
the big night can add up. Want to save some cash? Check out these cost-cutting tips. 

BORROWED WHEELS  
Going in on a limo with your friends and their dates can be a fabulous (and fun) way to get to prom and 
back, but with four-hour minimums plus tipping it's also a major expense. Instead, snag a super-nice 
set of wheels from a parent or friend; if you can grab someone's cool car to cart around your friends, 
you'll save a ton. Really, any car will get you there.  

PS: Don't forget that the owners will probably be nervous about a group of kids cruising in their sweet 
(and expensive!) ride, so you'll probably have to prove how responsible you are. It might be a nice 
thank-you to offer them a free car wash post-prom.  

CHEAP EATS  
If dinner isn't included in your ticket price, think of alternatives to the white-linen mausoleums that 
make everybody nervous -- and a lot poorer. A barbecue at home or a picnic at the beach would be a 
refreshing alternative (provided you get rid of the sauce stains or the sand before the dance). 

If you decide to go the traditional restaurant route, skip the mocktails and dessert to keep the bill 
down. You can have the limo stop at Baskin-Robbins afterward if you really need your sugar fix. 

SNAP SAVVY  
Professional prom photos are pricey, but you don't need to go for the most expensive package. You 
really only need two to four of the larger-size photos, plus maybe some wallet shots.  

Or, skip the formal photos altogether. If your relatives want their mantelpieces adorned, your mother 
can make copies of the pictures she took of you and your date at the bottom of the stairs. The most 
memorable photos won't be the formal posed ones, anyway; they'll be the candids you and your 
friends take with your own cameras. 

AFTER PARTY  
A locale you don't have to rent will be the least expensive option; you also won't end up paying for a 
bunch of party-crashers, which is almost inevitable when people hear you've got a hotel room. 

Don’t forget that a romantic walk by the beach is always an option, and so are co-ed sleepovers at 
somebody's house. Another option: simply going home. Your mom and dad will thank you. 

SHOP AROUND  
For (almost) all of the above! If there's one part of prom you're set on going all out on, go for it. Just be 
sure you've done your homework first -- compare different outfits, accessories, limo companies, etc. -- 
and you'll get the kind of quality you're paying the big bucks for. You probably won't find the best deals 
unless you're willing to hit the streets and check out the possibilities.  

SOURCES: www.promspot.com; http://moneycentral.msn.com/content/CollegeandFamily/Raisekids/P114793.asp 

Start your own prom budget at: http://senseanddollars.thinkport.org/home.html 
 

FREE FORMAL WEAR! 
www.givinggown.org; www.fairygodmotherproject.com  

www.glassslipperfoundation.org; www.cinderella-cinderfella.org; 
www.lonestar.edu/library/PromCloset.htm  
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