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PROM PREP: TO-DO LIST FOR GUYS 

Sure you're not into all of the prom hype and want to play it low key, but there's still some basic stuff 

you've got to get done. Use our checklist to keep it all in order. 

3 Months Before 
  Set a prom budget (start saving money if you have to) and stick to it. 

  Still need more cash? Ask parents for a loan or get an after-school job. 

  Got a potential date in mind? Just ask her! 

  Start getting your body and skin in shape. 

  Get a ride! Reserve a limo now before nothing's left. 

6 Weeks Before 

  Visit a rental shop to pick out your tux. Make sure you get all the necessary accessories at the tux 

shop (vest or cummerbund, shoes, tie, belt). 

  Decide who pays for what with your date. 

  Find out what kind of corsage your date wants. 

  Hurry up and buy your prom tickets! 

1 Month Before 

  Brainstorm pre- and post-prom activities with your friends and your date. 

  Make a restaurant reservation. 

  Stop by your local florist to actually pick out a corsage. 

  Talk to your parents about prom night curfew and plans, just so there are no surprises. 

2 Weeks Before 

  Double-check your limo, dinner, and hotel reservations. You can never be too sure. 

  Get a haircut! 

  Pick out a new cologne that will make your date weak at the knees. 

The Day Before  
  Call up your date to tell her how much you're looking forward to the big night. 

  Write down all the information you'll need for prom: phone and location for your date, your 

restaurant, the main event, and any post-prom plans. 

  Get a decent night's sleep. 

The Day of the Prom 
  Pick up your date's corsage and stash it in the fridge. 

  Shave, style your hair (but don't overload on hair products), clip and clean your nails. 

  Pack up your prom essentials: breath mints, money, keys, cell phone, camera, prom tickets, corsage, 

and anything else you need. 

  You're all set! 
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PROM PREP: YOUR BUDGET BREAKDOWN 

Before you part with even a penny, figure out what you can expect to pay for prom essentials. It'll help 

you plan out how much you need to save (or beg your parents for)! 

YOUR TUX: $100 to $300 (and up) 
Face it: Prom is a formal, black-tie event. And tuxes are expensive! Unless you head to discount outlets 

or vintage clothing stores, it's hard to find a high-quality tux for less than $100.  

YOUR TICKETS: $50 to $150 
The cost of the prom itself varies wildly from one region of the country to the next. The cost also 

depends on where prom is happening -- for instance, a country club might be quite a bit pricier than a 

chain hotel. On the other hand, if your prom includes just dancing and no dinner, tickets will be less 

expensive. But then, of course, you'll have to spring for your own dinner, which can make up the 

difference.  

YOUR WHEELS: $0 to $400+ (and up) 
It's possible to spend more on a ride to prom than on anything else. So, think about sharing your ride and 

splitting the cost with other couples - it still isn't cheap, but it's not as stunningly expensive as a four-

hour rental for one couple. Or, you may even consider renting a party bus. 

HER CORSAGE: $10 to $75 
Roses and carnations are the most popular choices but there are many other fashionable options. 

Carnations are a little less expensive, while orchids can be pricey.  

YOUR HAIR: $10 to $50  
Depending on what you want and where you go, costs vary. And, don’t wait until the last minute to get 

your haircut just in case your stylist goes overboard and you end up looking like Elvis! 

YOUR PHOTOS: $25 to $75 
The cost of your prom portraits will depend on how many prints you order. They're usually sold in 

packages where you can get a combo of 8x10s, 5x7s, and wallet-size pics. Tally up how many copies 

you need beforehand to help you decide which package you want. And make sure to bring along enough 

money -- photographers usually expect payment up front, and then they'll mail you your pics.  

When money's really tight: Do you really need four 8" x 10" copies, plus 20 wallet-size photos? Check 

out the least expensive option. Chances are it includes more than enough prints. Besides, between you 

and your friends, you'll probably take a gazillion digi-pics, so don’t worry about not having enough. 

 

SOURCE: www.promspot.com  


